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THE "KNOW THYSELF” SERIES 


LESSON NUMBER FIVE 


THE HOUSE OF WISDOM 


Wisdom Hath Builded Her House 
Wisdom and Her Promises 
Who is Wise? 

The Portrait of a Wise Person 


Down to Earth 


REVELATION NUMBER 132 


Req, 132: 22: Gili; 2.60 


"THE INTELLECT Cf THR Wisi IS LIKE GLASS. 
IT ADMITS THE LIGHT OF HEAVEN AND REFLECTS IT." 


-- Bare 


Ealoved Centurion: 


In this series, THE SEVEN WAYS TO SELFHOOD, we have taken up the subjects 
GET AGQUAINTED WITH THYSELF, PLANT THE QUALIFIES YOU WANT TO GROW, THE TARERF CLD 
LIFE, THE FOUR LINES OF DEVELOPMENT; and nae we take up the study of wisdom. 


Truly, these are subjcets rich in material which can help you us a Mayan, a 
seeker after Truth, to develop physically, mentally, spiritually, in avery way. 
Bren your personality, your appearance, all can become beautiful. As your charac- 
ter develops and begins te unfold, your whole beins can be likened to a budding 
Tose, 


This thought comes tg me as I prepare this lesson for you, because sitting 
in front of mo is à large glass bowl filled with roses of all colors. This beauti- 
ful arrangement of roses was given to me hy a friend from her garden. 


As I look at it, E thick of our members when they Tirst begin their study 
with us. Une tight red rouc bud in particulsr iu directly in fronl of mne; in my 
find it represents the character of one who is just beginning his journey on tbe 
Mayan Path. Then, as my eyes follow the bouquet, I come to one bud which is begin 
ning to unfold. This is a Mayan as be, or shc, progresses a Jittla way and is find- 
ing the Mayan Feth GOOD. Then oy eyes travel on around the touquet to one full 
blewn rose and I am reminded of you in the bighar degrees; you who have stayed an 
the Path, and have learned and arc learning more asch day. The bemzty of your char- 
Bcier ic full and wonüerfu). 


You have become more mallow, kinder, more genarous in your thinking. You 
have learned that with strong fuith thare is nothing impossibic to you. You have 
learned the importante of giving of yourself and ef your worldly goods. You ure 
learning to control your emotionz. You are learning SELE-MASTERY. 


The subject of this lesson, THE HOUSE CF WISDOM, contains a wealth of know- 
ledge for you and actually tells you what to do aml what not tc do; so as your 
Instructor, [ ask you to resd it very carefully and that you read it several tines. 


It has been seid that God gives the wisdom as He gives the pold; Eis breu- 
eure house is not the mint but the mind. 


WISDOM HATH BUILDED HER HOUSE 


The Ninth Chapter of the Hook of Proverbs begins with a word picture which 
might weil be made the subject of a great painting. It is of Wisdom standing before 
a house newly builded, oxtending an invitation ta all to be ker guests. She de= 
¢clares that she has hewn out the seven pillarz - the perfect pumber — always 
included in ihe plans for a building intended for instruction and council. Her 
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table is furnished, she says, and ber servants are ready to previde al) who will 
cater with the refreshment of unéerstanding. 


If the picture were painted, various reactions to the invitation would need 
to be portrayed. Some of the throng would be paying no attention a3 they pass on 
ta the House of Folly. Others would be dumbly intent on moving dewan the street to 
the House of Ignorare. But some, with the dawning light of awakening on their 
faces, would be tu..sing in at the House of Wisdom to be her guests and to be fed at 
ber tabla. Among them, if you are a seeker of the maximum selfhood, would be you. 
You are, of coursa, a steker after Wisdom. YOU ARS A MAYAN. 


This picture, whether painted in colors or words, provides a perfect figure 
ander which te consider, anë lot uz hope come to underutand, some very important 
things ebout Wisdom and the possible part it can play in the business of living. 
To visualize it cither te the eye or the mind, and thus te able to see the human 
interest in it, should add a great deal of clearness and force to the impression. 


To begin with, Wisdom hes made ample provision for any number of guosts, ard 
is ready to serve any who may choose to turn in at her door any time. No special 
invitation is necessary, for any human tciog haz a standing invitation. Ne sperial 
time iz set, for the House of Wisdom iz always open, always lighted, and aiways the 
scene of activity. But these guests must choose to come, She javitas and receives 
&ary, but she makes the choice for mone. ALL for which we are likely to sueceed, 
aud all for which we deserve much credit in this worl] is that upon which we decide 
for ourselves. Unieas we do the deciding, the choice doss not rasch deep anough 
to bold. 


There is & familiar perabic about ton virgins, five of whom were wise and 
five of whom were foolish. The five who were wise had proviged themselves with oil 
for their lamps to light their way to a marriage feast which symbolizes any high 
privilege or experienco of life. Just at the arrival of the bridegroom the foolish 
Virgins complain that their lamps are going out, and ask their wiser sisters for 
zomc of their oj). hase five wise young women have been eriticized by many for 
noi granting this request, Sut how could they? The oil of pranaration for the 
light of an understanding mind iu not transferable. Tt is acquired by lèng and 
patient affort, and it can never be used by anyone tut the person whe bas mace that 
effort. Wisdom and its means and fruits may bo freely had, but thay cannot be giw- 
en to, much less forced upon another. Gach mat choose and obtain them for himself. 
No one can push you inte the House of Wisdom, and it would not be of any benofit to 
you if they did. Those who profit hy their presence there are those who choose to 
fo there, 


With the House of Folly and the House of Ignorance Wisdom cennot compete an 
the same terms. She offers no immediate sclf-indulgences nor any indolent and wast~ 
ed hours, Her house is quiet, for her guests are thoughtful veople, Her table is 
abundantiy supplied, but only with the bast nourishment for the truer interests of 
life. The shaliower manifestations of luxury are oot there. To the neurotic her 
ways would seem boresome, and they would not be heppy in her house, But there 
character is broken dawn ky neither neglect or self-indulgence, Neither is it cloy- 
ed and Weighted with any everdevciored physical tonsciousness. It is strengthened, 
wndergirded, and prepared fo meet situations, make decisions, and find ways to de 
sirable realisations and fulfillmentsa. Fhe Rouse of Folly charges bigħ for the 
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superficial valucs it offers. Tho Rouse of Ignorsnce makes no immediate charge 
for its pallets of straw, but these who turt in there pay heavily in the losses 
they sustain throughout the years. For her entertainment Wisdom makes no charge, 
Save the necessary willingness, interest, and effort. 


Yat those who turn in at the House of Wisdom enjoy their stay batter than 
they may at first realize, They may have had their doubts about it when they 
went. The idea af finding pleasure in obtaining wisdom would aeem strange to some. 
But, when Wisdoms sueste have once caught the spirit of the quest, and begin to 
Giacover how valusbic is their acquisition, they find it is the greatest pleasure 
af ald. Theirs is not tha life of dull ayes, tired mocles, janzlad nerves, and 
nagging regrets, Wisdom's guests are tright and hanpy in the realisation that thay 
are finding pathways to values that will nevar fail them and to joy that will never 
dull or grow stalc. 


In these times more than aver beforc what the House of Wisdom haz to oftar 
is a necessity. The path of life has become 30 confused that the only safe person 
is the wise onc. The way into the House of Wisdom is a sura path to zeifhoog. 

The very fact that you are thinsing about it is an indication that you will decide 
to turn in there, and you will always be glad you did. 


WISDOM AND HER PROMIGES 


In the fine assay on Wisdom from which we have taken tha foregoing nicture 
she dascribes and characterizes herself. Let us pet better acquainted with ber 
by noting what she says about herself. 


She says the Lord poszessed her in the beginning of his way, and thet she 
was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, before the earth was. When God 
prepared the heavens, snd set & compass on the faca of the decr, and established 
the clouds, and set the boundaries of tke sea, and appointed the foundations of 
the earth, she was there. Wisdom, then is not something we Luild or make. She 
existed before, re came upon the scene, and was waiting for uc when we were born. 
Fiadom is something we receive, something we get by developing a capacity for it. 


Now tet uz make a brief aurvoy of the promises Wisdom is here represented 
as making, remembering that these things are ascribed to ber by men who devoted 
their lives to knowing her well. What does she promise to do for those who jut 
themzelves under her instruction. We Sometimes read advertisements of schools unc 
teachers, setting forth what their particular training is supposed to do for those 
wha take it successfully. Wisdom has here advertised her course of instruction 
too, and no other teacher has offered a list of benefits so long, so valuable, and 
ao sure. 


be quiet from fear gf evil. She promises thet discretion Shall preserve them, and 
understanding shall keep tham, She promises that they shall waik in the way of 
food men, and kaap the paths of the righteous, and be among the upright who shal) 


=e a AM — T —-— 


Sbe premises length of days, riches sod honor, wsys of pleasantness, and 
paths of peace. She promises that her disciples skell walk in her way safely, 
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that their fect shall not stumble, snd that their sleep shgll be sweet for they 

are not afraid. She promises that they shall inherit glory, while shame iz the 
She promises to preserve those wko lowa her, to promote and bring to honor 

those who exalt her, and to crown her devotecs with glory. She promises that when 
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inereased, She promises that the heart of her guezt shell instruct his mouth anc 


add learning to big lips. She promises that he shall prove his love for his own 


Soul, sm) that be shall find good the understanding he keeps. 


She premises that he shall walk in bis integrity, and his children be bless- 
ed after him. She promises that his thoughts shali tend to abundance, while 
css tend io want. She premises that in hie house shall be un- 
stant treasure and oil for food and light. 
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chambers filled with all precious and pleasant riches, She promises that he shali 
be strong, and that his knowledge shall increase his strength. She promises that 

the knowledga of wisdom shall be like the taste of honey to his soul, und Lhat hii 
expectation shall not he @isappointed. She promises that even though he may fall 

gevren, times he will rise up again, 


These things are not promised in the Kose of Folly or the House of lemor- 
suce. In fact, they are not assured anywhere else than in the House of Wisdom. 
(ther things way be promised elsewhere, but their value is doubtful. In some casos 
it is acpative. In evcry case it is temporary. 


————XX SS _ SS =F ES 


"At the devil's bagth are all things sold. 

Back ounce of dross costs its ounce of gold. 

For a cap aad bella our lives we pay. 
Bavhles we buy with a whole sonl's tasking. . 4. 
‘Tis heaven alonc that is given away, 

And only Ged may be had for the asking." 


| SS es 


There is no question about the ability of Wisdom to make good her promises. 
She has demonstrated it over and over. ‘Take the really wise people of history and 
of your own scquaintance. Have not these things been fulfilled in their lives? 
They are not bribes Wisdom offers people te come to her house, They ere the natu- 
ral result ef living the kind of life they learn there. 


At the door af the Fouse of Wisdom, then, stands a wonderful 
ally and helper in your program of buiidinz selfkesd. She 
offers materiels that wiil not fail in x day, or a year, or 
ever, for she is s daughter of the everlasting, and she deals 
only with that which abides. 
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Ali in ali, what do you think of her list of assurances as 
a schedule of marimum selfhood? It might be as good a blus- 


print as any to adopt for the pattern of development you 
would like to achieve. 


WHO IS WISE? 


Wa have already defined Wisdom sufficiently well for our present purpose. 
We will make no further effort here to explain its nature. Instead iet us now look 
at several possible people, with the thought of adding to the clearness of the ides. 


Number One is a young persón whe has had an intclligence test and has been 
found to have a very bhigh quotient. His reactions are quick and atcurata, and 
Within his field of expericnce he anawers questions very well, He shows a high 
ability to recognize Situations at a glance, He is capable of learning and remem- 
bering facts with ease and assurance. He is also capable of performing tasks 
quickly, accurately, and weli. He is intelligent. 


Number Two is an amazing repository of facts. He has familiarized himself 
with the literature of a certain field of intercst. He has taxed bis eyes and 
body with these long and extensive labors. He is known as an authority in his 
field, but he has paid a high price for the reputution. Much of his knowledge is 
of no great general value, but he knows it well. Ha has never done mich with it, 
but he has it. His facia are cold and lifeless, but they are in mind for ready 
reference, He is learned. 


Number Three is considered brilliant. He knows a little, and in a auper- 
ficial kind of way makes the most of it. He impresses people as knowing much more 
than he really does and of being much more capable than he really is. One person 
whe understands him well has remarked that he does a very large business on à vary 
small capital. His personality is really not so much brilliant as it is dawzling. 
Like fool's gold, it shines sa brightly and looks so real that it can casily be 
taken for the resi thing; but also, like fool's gold, it will fail under test. 
Still, he gets along, receives favors, and usually ects his way, whether or not- 
he deserves it. He is clever. 


Number Four ig a woll-disguised self-sccker. Ha is out to get every pos- 
sible value and advantage for himself, and he knows how to go sbout it. He, culti- 
vates people whe are in a position to grant favors. He fama over people in whom 
his only interest is something he can get from them or some way in which he can 
use them to help accomplish some scheme. He is good at this, and so far hes done 
well in a material way, but his life is built on shifting Sand that will not hold 
when the storm comes. He is smooth. 


Number Five alse bas a good I.Q. but it is all dedicated to himself. He iz 
expert at seeing how he can take advantage of situations and manipulate them for 
his own benefit. But he poses as a benefactor rather than a pirate. Ha adroitly 
atays within the law, sod manages to keep his real motives so well covered that 
people do not see them. Sons of those of whom ha takes advantages think it was just 
s fortunate accident far him when he was Planning it that way all the time, Some he 
even makes feal that he is really doing them a favor when the fact is that he is 
cheating them shamefully. Sa far he has won in many deals, but his philosophy is 


not good, and his schemes will fall in or him sooner or later. But in guicknesz of 
Seeing and dofüíness in seizing an advantage he is smart. 


Number Six has a reasonably high I.Q. but not as high as many others. He 
is well-informed, but ke has not made himself a factual authority in any field. 
He scorns crooked methods, so his material atore, though adequate to his needs, is 
comparatively modest. But he has an amascing capacity for choosing the best road 
and doing the best thing in given sets of circumstances. Ha lives content because 
he has nothing to fear. His peace of mind is not broken with regret, for he has 
done the best he could as ha came up through the years. What fricnds he hes are 
good anea. He has no dread of the future because he brought himself into harmony 
with the power ruling the universe and knows he is going whatever way it goes. 
He looks on life with confidence because there is no dishonesty in his record to 
rise up and mock him. Eis heart has no dragging hunger because he feeds on the 
fruit ef the good he has donc. For him life grows better ang the goal smer every 
dar, for he has lived in such à way.as to make it zo. He is wisa. 


THE PORTRAIT CF à WISE PERSON 


Let us nó try to sketch the picture of a wise person in a little fuller 
detail. We have listed the benefits Wisdom has to offer. Now let us ask what 
kind of people they become who accept her invitation to be her guests aml what 
they do. : 


First, the wise person starts with the recognition of the Divina. We are 
told that the fear of the Lord is thc bagioniug of wisdom. Of course the word 
"fear!" ig not here used in any undesirable or unpleasant zense. It is not used in 
the Sense of terror, but rather in that of recognition and reupact. We admire 
Niagara, but we know better than to tamper with it. We respect and eppreciate our 
wonderful sun, but we respect it too much to try to take liberties with it, cven if 
we could. We could hardly claim to love anything we do not respact enougb to try 
to keep in right relations to it, All careful thinking starts with the assumption 
of God, for we cannot have effects without a cause, All satisfying living relates 
itself to the Infinite, for we dare not sail without a chart and à goal. 


Second, tho wise parson reverenecs life, wherever and in whatever form be 
finds it. He knows it ia animated by something not of earth or the handiwork of 
man. He is king to dumb ereaturas. He sees the divine image in Little children, 
in Struggling men and women, and even in the derelicts who hava been marred in the 
crush of existence. Whatever he balieves in or daas, it is because he thinks it 
in tha best interest of life. He thinks everything else sc¢ondary. He realizes 
that ail gain and advantage will take care of themsatves if the interests of life 
are conserved. 


Third, because of this fundamental respect for life the wise person respects 
pespic. Ha may respect some of them purtly for notable achievement and demonstrat 
ed ability, but he also raspects these who have no auch wualificetions to offer. 

To him any human being is royalty, sven though thet parson may have been denied a 
throne. The idea of thinking of human beings as machines or expecting from them 
no higher grade of living than that of the lowor animals is to him a horrible 
thought. Since he treats everyone as having royal bloed he not only keeps the good 
wild of ell and haz influcote with them, but he causes mary of them to begin living 
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fallacious logie. Fallacy will mark you as a slipshod thinker, and soon rob you of 
not only tha confidence of others but that of yourself as well. 


Keep your thinking at a high Level. Tako the grade of person whose wisdom 
you admire and mould like to duplicate. Try to make your thought processes and con 
clusions what those of that person would be. This will support and upgrade your 
thought life. Check your thinking often against that of the masters. 


Build a thought life of your om. After you have read or heard what others 
think, accept what seems good and reject what does not. But in any case, build 
what you acéept into the product of your own mind. Learn from others, but do more 
than appropriate from them. Let the main body of your mental work be something on 
Which Destiny writes your own name. 


Recognize your limitations and da not be afraid to change your mind.  One's 
viewpoints should always be subject to review, for experience will be throwing new 
light on them all the time. We all make mistakes, and bawe to revise our opinions 
as we go slong. That is the way we approach a theught pattern that is truc and de- 
pendsble. Not to grow in understanding would not be wisdom. 


Oe 


AS we come to tbe close of this glorious and enlightening study of wisdom, 
let us learn that a man's wisdom is his best friend; folly and ignorance are his 
worst enemias, The reason for this study ls to teach you that true wisdom is te 
know what is best worth knowing and to do what is best worth doing, 


May God bless you as you continue your 
study of TEE SEVEN WATS TO SELFHOOD, 
ehich I like to call "KNOW THYSELF". 


YOUR CLASS INSTRUCTOR. 


Ehe next lesson of this series, entitled FRUIT (OF THE SPIRIT, bringe you the 
following important subjects: 


Üna Fertile Field The Good Life 
The Harvest List of the Soul Solvent for the World's Problems 
The Epidemic of Grace 


